Long-term disease-free survival following surgery and active specific immunotherapy with allogeneic vaccine in a patient with high-risk malignant melanoma of the vulva.
Vulvar malignant melanoma with deep vertical penetration of the tumor and involvement of regional lymph nodes carries a very poor prognosis. The case of a 25-year-old woman with a history of a Breslow depth 6.0 mm and Clark Level IV primary vulvar malignant melanoma, involving the anterior part of the left labium major, 1 cm from the clitoris, is reported. The patient had undergone a left radical hemivulvectomy and bilateral groin dissection. There were two of thirteen superficial left groin nodes containing metastatic melanoma. The patient had been treated postoperatively with an allogeneic specific anti-melanoma vaccine in combination with high-dose cimetidine and has survived without disease for more than five years. To the best of our knowledge this is the first case report in the literature of active specific immunotherapy with allogeneic vaccine in vulvar malignant melanoma. This case illustrates that the behavior of malignant melanoma, including vulvar malignant melanoma, is unpredictable and active specific immunotherapy with allogeneic vaccine may have a role in the postoperative treatment of high risk vulvar malignant melanoma.